ASDR 2026

Annual Scientific Meeting Sydney

Westmead Innovation Centre

The University of Sydney, Westmead
Western Sydney (Baludarri) Precinct
23 - 25 July 2026



%% A s
L ]

-
o
a

ASDR 2026
Annual Scientific Meeting

Day 1 - Thursday July 23

Welcome

8:15 AM -9:00 AM
8:45 AM Opening Remarks

Plenary 1

9:00 AM - 9:35 AM

Professor Kathleen Green, Northwestern University, lllinois, United States of
America

Integrating Physical and Immune Barriers through Desmosomes

Session 1 - Keratinocyte and Squamous Cell
Carcinomas

Chairs: TBC
9:35 AM -10.50 AM

9:35 AM Professor Kiarash Khosrotehrani, The University of Queensland
Keynote Understanding the sun damaged skin for a rational approach to
management of field cancerisation

10:00 AM  Dr Luke McLean, St Vincent’s Hospital (Melbourne)
Invited Immune-checkpoint inhibitors in solid organ transplant recipients
with skin malignancies

9:15 AM Dr Ali Azimi, The University of Sydney
Invited TBC

10:30 AM  Dr Janin Chandra, The University of Queensland

Abstract Changes in Microbial Composition in Actinic Keratosis after Topical
Application of Cutibacterium acnes D1 over Two Weeks: A Placebo-
controlled, Randomised, Double-blinded Pilot Study.

10:40 AM  Ms Divya Narayanan, The University of Queensland
Abstract Epithelial NF-xB Shapes the Innate and Adaptive Immune
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Break
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Landscape and Coordinates IL-17 Immunity

10:50 AM - 11:20 AM

Session 2 - Melanocyte/Keratinocyte Biology

Chairs: TBC

1:20 AM -12.35 PM

11:20 AM
Keynote

11:45 AM
Invited

12:00 PM
Abstract

12:10 AM
Abstract

12:20 PM
Abstract

Professor Hee Young Kang, Ajou University School of Medicine
in Suwon, Korea
Melanocyte Senescence as a Therapeutic Target for Skin Aging

Dr Katie Dixon, The University of Sydney
Uncovering biomarkers to develop bioactive skin cancer protective
agents

Mr Hung Manh Phung, International Research Centre for
Medical Sciences, Kumamoto University, Kumamoto, Japan
Inflammation-driven IL-1 signaling remodels epidermal stem cell
compartments by suppressing Wnt activity

Dr Alyssa Susanto, The University of Queensland
Pigmentation Delta: Change from Innate to Facultative
Pigmentation as an Objective Marker of Photodamage Risk

Gardner Robinson, Monash University
Minicircle DNA-derived melanocortin peptides enhance
melanogenesis via MCIR signalling in murine melanoma cells

Lunch and Poster Viewing

12:35 PM - 2:05 PM

ASDR 2026 Annual Scientific Meeting



298 | s
e D R

Session 3 — Microenvironment

Chairs:
2:05 PM -3:20 PM

2:05 PM Professor Yumi Aoyama, Kawasaki Hospital, Okayama Japan
Keynote Artificial intelligence—-based topographical assessment identifies
sweat-associated

2:30 PM Professor Michael Samuel, The University of Adelaide
Invited Endotypes in atopic dermatitis and highlights skin barrier
protection

2:45 PM Professor Alex Swarbrick, The Garvan Institute of Medical
Invited Research, Sydney
TBC

3:00 PM Dr Daisuke Ehara, Nagasaki University, Japan
Abstract Combined TCR-T therapy and ferroptosis induction overcome
melanoma heterogeneity including escape variants

3:10 PM Dr Edwige Roy, Frazer Institute, The University of Queensland
Abstract UVB exposure drives a tumour-permissive epithelial-immune
microenvironment that promotes early cSCC development

Break
320 PM - 3:50 PM

Session 4 - Fundamental Skin Research

Chairs:
3:50 PM - 5.05 PM

3:50 PM Professor Monika Janda, Frazer Institute, The University of
Keynote Queensland
Use of Technology in Skin Cancer Prevention and Early Detection

4:15 PM Dr Nigel Maher, Melanoma Institute of Australia, The University
Invited of Sydney
Pathological melanoma diagnosis: Current practice and emerging
horizons

4:30 PM Ms Ye Mon Soe, Frazer Institute, The University of Queensland
Abstract Unique Role of an lon Channel in Skin Homeostasis and
Inflammation

4:45 PM Ms Lin Li, A*STAR Skin Research Labs, Skin Research Institute of
Abstract  Singapore
Cutaneous ageing in Asian skin: Loss of biomechanical resilience
with preservation of epidermal architecture
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Ross Barnetson Lecture

Chair:
5.05 PM - 535 PM

5:05 PM Professor Rodney Sinclair, The University of Melbourne
Dermatology Research: How Australia can make a global impact

Welcome Drinks - Club Parramatta, 6pm

Venue: Club Parramatta, 2 Macquarie Street, Parramatta NSW 2150
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Day 2 - Friday July 24"

ASDR Annual General Meeting

8.00 AM -9.00 AM
8.00 AM  Annual General Meeting

Plenary 2

9:00 AM - 9:35 AM

Professor Chia-Yu Chu, National Taiwan University College of Medicine
Skin reactions related to cancer targeted therapy and immunotherapy: from
clinical presentations to molecular mechanisms

Session 5 - Skin Immunology and Immune Disorders

Chairs:
9:35 AM -10.50 AM

9:35 AM Professor Gabrielle Belz, Frazer Institute, The University of
Keynote Queensland
Barrier Immunity in Cancer and Infection: ILC-Epithelial Crosstalk
in Melanoma and Mucosal Defence

10:00 AM Dr Kirstie Bertram, WIMR, The University of Sydney
Invited Heterogeneity of LCs, DCs and macrophages in the stratified
squamous epithelium of human genital tissue

10:15 AM Dr Snehlata Kumari, Frazer Institute, The University of
Invited Queensland
Cellular communications and cytokine network in skin
inflammation

10:30 AM  Associate Professor Hyunsu Lee, Lab of Skin Physiology, Daegu
Abstract  Catholic University, South Korea
Sesamin Induces MCL-1-Dependent Apoptosis in Activated T Cells
and Ameliorates Experimental Atopic Dermatitis

10:40 AM  Anneliese Ashhurst, The University of Sydney
Abstract A novel human immunomodulatory peptide as a candidate
therapeutic for inflammatory skin diseases

Break
10:50 AM -11:20 AM



298 | s
e D R

Session 6 - Autoimmune Disorders

Chairs: TBC

11:20 AM -12.35 PM

11:20 AM
Keynote

11:45 AM
Invited

12:00 AM
Invited

12:15 PM
Abstract

12:25 PM
Abstract

Professor John Frew, The Skin Hospital
The pathogenesis of hidradenitis suppurativa at the single cell
resolution

Dr Asolina Braun, Monash University, Melbourne
Investigation of HLA-C*06:02 restricted peptides as autoantigens in
psoriasis

Dr Joanne Reed, Westmead Institute for Medical Research, The
University of Sydney

Multi-omic tissue profiling to predict treatment response in
autoimmune bullous disease

Dr Henry Tseng, St George Hospital

Parvovirus B19 Infection Is Associated with Increased Risk
of Autoimmune Blistering Diseases: A Global Large-Scale
Propensity-Matched Cohort Study

Ms Dona Sirimanne, Westmead Institute for Medical Research,
The University of Sydney

Double trouble: How Herpes Simplex Virus promotes HIV in Genital
Tissue

Lunch and Poster Viewing
12:35 PM - 2:05 PM

Session 7 - Sponsor Showcase

Chairs: TBC

2:05 PM - 335 PM

2:05 PM
Platinum

2:20 PM
Platinum

2:35 PM
Gold

2:45 PM
Gold

ProParia, Baz Hamo
15 C AQUEOUS SERUM

UCB Australia, Dr Francos Lai
Mechanism Matters: Psoriasis and Hidradenitis Suppurativa

Leo Pharma, Dr. Liang Joo Leow - FACD, OAM
Targeting the skin barrier-immune-microbiome axis in chronic
hand eczema through topical pan JAK inhibition with delgocitinib

Novartis
TBC
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2:55 PM
Gold

3:05 PM
Gold

Break
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Sanofi
TBC

Galderma, Rebecca Ip
Nemolizumab (NEMLUVIO)

3:25 PM - 4:05 PM

Session 8 - Wound Healing and Stem Cells

Chairs: TBC

4:.05 PM -5:10 PM

4:05 PM
Keynote

4:30 PM
Invited

4:45 PM
Invited

5:00 PM
Abstract

5:10 PM
Abstract

Professor Allison Cowin, The University of Adelaide
Harnessing Stem Cells for Wound Healing: From Cell Delivery to
Secretome Therapies

Associate Professor Geraldine Mitchell, St Vincent’s Institute of
Medical Research, The University of Melbourne

Bio-engineering human induced pluripotent stem cell-derived
vascularized skin

Associate Professor Zhe Li, The University of Sydney
Cell Therapy and Guided Skin Regeneration in Severe Burn Wound
Care

Ms Yingxue He, Walter and Eliza Hall Institute of Medical
Research, The University of Melbourne

Non-lytic necroptotic signaling drives keratinocyte differentiation
and delays wound repair via Ca?*-dependent mechanisms

Professor Nikolas Haass, The Frazer Institute, The University of
Queensland

Modulating Melanoma TIME (Tumour Immune Microenvironment)
to Improve Immune Cell Infiltration

Conference Dinner - 7pm

Venue: Sahra By The River, 2/76 Phillip Street, Parramatta NSW 2150
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Day 3 - Saturday July 25t

8.30 AM -9.00 AM

Plenary 3

9:00 AM - 9:35 AM

Professor Mark Shackleton, Alfred Health, Monash University, Melbourne
Implications of Melanocytic Differentiation in Melanoma and Vitiligo
Pathogenesis

Session 9 - Melanoma and Pigmentation Disorders

Chairs: TBC

9:30 AM -10:50 AM

9:35 AM
Keynote

10:00 AM
Invited

10:15 AM
Invited

10:30 AM
Abstract

10:40 AM
Abstract

Break

Professor Helen Rizos, Macquarie University
Understanding Melanoma ICI Resistance and the Limits of
Prediction

Dr Jessamy Tiffen, Centenary Institute, The University of Sydney
Tumour microenvironment KDM6A mediates sex-specific
mMelanoma suppression in vivo

Professor Elin Gray, Harry Perkins Institute of Medical Research,
Edith Cowan University,
TBC

Dr Samuel Tan, The University of Queensland
Why are thick melanomas lethal? Immune exclusion underpins
recurrence in primary melanoma

Associate Professor Mitchell Stark, The University of
Queensland

Precision diagnostics for early melanoma detection using spatial
biology and Al-guided image analysis

10:50 AM - 11:20 AM
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Session 10 - Skin Translational Research

Chairs: TBC

11:20 AM -12:35 PM

11:20 AM
Keynote

11:45 AM
Invited

12:00 AM
Invited

12:15 AM
Abstract

12:25 PM
Abstract

Professor Victoria Mar, Alfred Health
Foundation Models and Beyond

Dr Julia Steinberg, The University of Sydney

Paving to path to risk-based skin cancer screening: validating
melanoma risk prediction models in a large prospective cohort
study in Australia

Professor Pascale Guitera, Melanoma Institute Australia, The
University of Sydney

Translational research: the in vivo imaging for biology prediction of
skin cancers

Dr Naomi Truong, Westmead Institute for Medical Research, The
University of Sydney

Understanding the immune cell interactions with Herpes simplex
virus in initial infection in human foreskin

Dr Sam Kahler, The University of Queensland
Three dimensional total body photography identifies cutaneous
phenotypes associated with late-onset invasive melanoma risk

Awards Ceremony

12:35 PM - 1:05 PM

Conclusion

1.05 PM
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